35 rooAMH”N HA ®OPMUPAHE HA ®OHAALIMIATA
"ATAHAC BJIN3HAKOB" U 110 rOANHN O PArAHETO HA BJIN3HAKOB

OcyMHaeceTTMoT AeH oa Anpun 1977 ke 6uae HanuvwaH co 3naTHU ByKBM BO aHanuTe Ha doHpaunjaTta
"AtaHac bnusHakod". Ha T0j AeH, ce oapxa 148-Ta nneHapHa ceaHuua Ha CoBeToT Ha YHuBep3uTeToT CB.
Knpun n Metoaunj Bo Ckonje n Toa 6elle CBETO1 MOMEHT 3@ OBaa MaKeAOHCKA akaZeMCKa WMHCTUTyLMja, Kako u
3HayaeH HacTaH BO XWBOTOT Ha AtaHac m CnaBka bnusHakos. BcywHocT, Ha 18 Anpun 1977 roauHa, 6ewe
NnoCTaBeH KaMeH TeMEesSTHMKOT Ha OBaa A0bpoTBOpHa opraHusauuja. Ha cegHuuaTta bewe goHeceHa oanyka 3a
OoCHOBawe Ha PoHpaumjata "ATtaHac Bliznakof", na ce obesbenat cTMneHAMM 3@ CTyAEHTUTE Ha YHUBEP3UTETOT
"CB. Kupun n Metoauj" Ckonje, KO MOCTUTHaNE UCKNYUYUTENHWN pe3ynTaTv BO HUBHUTE CTYAUU, HO U KOU HEMaaT
[OBOJTHO CPeACTBa 32 HUBHOTO obpa3oBaHue.

Bo 2011 roamHa, ®oHaaunjata "AtaHac bamsHakod", npocnasu 35 roanHun og cesoeto dopMupare. Taa e
npea oA BakoB BWA BO MakeaoHuja, NMpeau3BMKa rofieM WUHTepec Kaj CTyAeHTWTe, Kaj jaBHocTa Bo Penyb6nuka
MakefoHuja, Kako M Kaj MakeAoHCKUTE WCENEeHUUM BO CTPAHCTBO. Taa, npea ce, e ropAocT M pafocT Ha cBouTe
AoHaTtopu AtaHac u CnaBka Bnn3HakoBu, a e nogapok 3a mMnaaumte v 3a MakegoHuja. VcTo Taka, Taa e n NoTTUK
3a apyrute pobpoaetenu, 6e3 pasnvka Kaje XuBeaT, Aa MM MOMOrHE BO HUBHUTE CTPEMEXM BO MPOLLECOT Ha
3abp3yBareTO Ha eKOHOMCKMOT M KYNTYPHUOT pa3Boj Ha MakeaoHuja.

NcTo Taka, 2011 e BaxHa 3atoa WTO ce HaBpwwuja 110 roauHu o4 pararbeTo Ha OCHOBA4yoT ATaHac
bnnsHakoB (1901-1998). Jlnueto Koe e eaeH o4 HajuCTakHaTUTE AOHAToOpM O MakedoHCKaTa JAujacnopa.
HeroBoTo umMe n pa6ota ce 4o6po nosHaTa Mery MakefoHuuTe Bo Peny6nvka MakeaoHuja u Bo anjacnopaTta. Toj
npunarawe Ha NporpecMBHaTa reHepaumja Ha MakeaoHUUTE Ha CEBEPHOAMEPUKAHCKMOT KOHTUHEHT, KOj NoMuHa
OONTo BpeMe, Aarneky oA CBojaTa TaTKoBMHA. TOj MOCBETEH CBOJOT XMBOT 3a Aa ce 6bopaT 3a cnoboaa n Hanpenok
3a MakefoHMja N MakeLoHCKMOT Hapoa.

XuneoT ATaHac bnusHakoB noyHa Ha 15 gexkemBpu, 1901 BO NO3HATMOT peBosyuMoHep ceno D'mbeni, BO
KocTypcko, erejckmot gen Ha MakegnoHuja. D'mbeni e ceno kage wWTo niejagata MakKeAOHCKWM npeaBoeH
pesonyumoHep 6opum 3a cnoboga v wmHTenekTyanuu, kKako wTo Jlazap [lMon Tpajkos, Jlazo Mockos, Jlazo
TpnoBcku, Tawko Karadza v gpyru ce poaeHun n ce 6opewle 3a adpmpmaumja Ha MakeAOHCKUTE naeanu.

AtaHac bnusHakoB 6elwe camMo aBaeceT Meceuum kora OTomaHckaTa (Typcku) apmuja (ackep) Bnerne BO
cenoTo v HeroBaTa Majka Doua, ApXejkM ro BO paue, ro ogHece Ha MJaHMHUTE, CO Uen Aa ro crnacu, AoAeka
HEroBMoT TaTKO MBaH, 3ae4HO CO APYrM CENO XWUTENU, Ce MPUKIYYM Ha PEBOSIYLMOHEPHUTE 4eTu ce 6opu 3a
cnobopaTta Ha cBojaTa poaHa 3eMja MakenoHuja. Kako pesyntaT Ha MacakpoT Ce c/iydyBa 3a BpeMe Ha
BankaHckuTe BOjHM, lMpBaTa CBETCKa BOjHa, M E€KOHOMCKWUTE TELWKOTUM M CTpaLleH MOAUTUYKW YCIIOBW, rosieM
6poj Ha MakenoHuu, ocobeHo oa Koctyp, JlepuH, Butona, MNpecna, BoaeH pervoHnTe, Kako 1 o4 Apyru obnactm
Ha nogeneH MakefoHMja, Ce 3acofHMAe BO LEMOT HaABOPELWHMOT CBEeT M HamylwTaaT CBOUTE OrHuWTE U
Haj6nvcky n banckn npujatenu n poagHuHK 3a4 cebe.

ATaHac bnusHakoB, Ha Bo3pacT o4 19 BO UBETOT Ha Mnagocta, bewe eneH o4 OHWE KOM TecTupaaTt
ropyMHaTa Ha >XMBOTOT BO emurpaumja. Bo 1920 roamHa TOj ja HanywTa pogHaTa 3emja M TprHa KOH
HaZBOPELIHMOT CBET BO NoTpara no nogobap xunsoT. Of OrHULWITETO HEFOBUOT POAMTEN TOj HeryBalle CBeCT AeKa
cupoMaluTMjaTa ro HaBena Aa ro HamywTu CBOjoT AOM, HO TOj, UCTO Taka, ja Herysalle nocebHn 4yBCTBO AeKka
Toj e MakenoHel, AeKka TOj ce cnydyBa Aa OCTaHe MakeAoHCKM, 6e3 pasnuka BO KOj Aesn 04 3eMjuHaTa Tonka Toj
Ke oan, 1 AeKa efeH AeH Toj Ke ce BpaTu BO cBojaTa MakenoHuja.

A HOBa CTpaHuLUa BO MHTepecHW naToT ATaHac Bnu3HakoB Ha XMBOTOT 6una npeTBopeHa Ha 16 gekemBpw,
1920, kora Toj npucturHa Bo MeauncoH Cutu, apxasa WnuHouc, CALl, Kage WTO MakedoHCKaTa KOMIOHUja Beke
bewe BocnoctaBeHa. Tamy, 6e3 ga ce 36opyBa 6Wn0 KOj aHrnucku, Toj Hewe BpaboTeH kako paboTHMK BO
¢abpuka. EgHa roaMHa v nosioBMHa MoaolHa, Toj ce npecenun Bo Fepu, MHAWjaHa, rpad KOj Ce Haora BO
6nmn3nMHa Ha e3epoTo MuuureH, kKoja BO Toa BpeMe ce pa3BuBalle BO WHAYCTPUCKM UeHTap. Tamy, Ha [epu
XKene3Hn4YKa KoMnaHuja, eAHa oA MOrofeMuUTe rMraHTm BO OKOSIHMOT peruoH, Toj paborten 3a 34 roavHuW, A0
OeHoT TOj ce NoBNEKON.
JejHocT bnnsHakos Bo CA/[] ce cocToelle rAaBHO 04 KynyBamwe U npodaxba Ha HeaBuXXeH UMOT U akuuu. Co uen
[a ce MHBecTupaaT Myapo, ATaHac NoTpebHU BeLTMHN N 3HaeHa Kako U YNopHO crefere eKOHOMCKUOT pas3Boj -
KBasIMTeTU TOj HE HEAOCTaToK.

OaMUHyBalle BpeMeTo 6p30 M, Mo MeTHaeceT roAnHM paboTu Bo CAJl, ATaHac ce Bpaka BO TaTKOBMHaTa
MakenoHuja, kage wWTo ce cpeTHa Cnaeka [MonoBa, eaHa ybaBa Mnaga aesojka oa D'mbeni. Taa 6ewe Herosa
Aylwa Apyrap, cekoralwl oA, CTpaHa Ha Herosa CTpaHa, 3a LeeceT u Tpu roamHn Tue 6ea 3aefHO, MOTTUKHYBakE U
cnofesnlyBakbe€ Ha HeroBuTe Maen U KOomHeX 3aefHo 3a MakepoHwuja. Mo BeH4YaaT Tue ce BpaTuie BO ['epu, 0BOj
nat 3a [Jo6po, M HMKOraw MOBTOPHO He oJaT Hasaa Ao D'mbeni, HMBHOTO ceno Ha parakbe.
ATaHac bnusHakoB peye 360rym Ha cuTe Herosu A06pM U NOLWKN UCKYCTBa O POAHOTO MECTO, BO BpeMeTo Kora
noBeke o unjafia MakeLoOHUM XMBeeNe TaMy.



Kora 6ea npawaHu 3a D'mbeni, HErOBOTO MeCTO Ha pararbe, Toj 06UYHO ce 360pyBalle Co Tara, 0CobeHo 3a
noAoLHa AEHOBUTE KOra HEroBOTO CeNlo CTaHa MycTenuja No MeTeXoT W BpeBaTa Ha AeuaTta bewe 3aMeHeT o4
CTpaHa Ha BUKOTHUUUTE Ha 6yBOBU K jacTpebuTe.

Mako BnvM3HakoB MOMMHAA CKOPO LIEIMOT CBOj XMBOT BO CTPAHCTBO, TOj OCTaHa MoBp3aHu co npobnemMmmuTe Ha
CBOjaTa TaTKOBMHA A0 KPajoT Ha HErOBMOT XMBOT. TOj AOKaxa AeKa He e caMo 06MYeH paboOTHUK UMUTPAHT, TYKY
YOBEK KOj WHBEeCTMpalle HeroBuTe Hamopu Aa HaBresaT BO CyllTWHaTa Ha MakeaoHckaTta crnobopa. Herosute
[o6pu 1 nNpaBegHU MAen, CO 3eMarbe Ha CUEeH U Cepuo3eH npucrtan KoH pabotute BoonwTo, 'O BOCKpecHa Ha
TOj HAUMH HaABOp 04 BPeMeTo BO Koe >xwuseen. LlennoT cBoj xuBoT, ATaHac bBnusHakoB ce cmeTa nogenba Ha
MakenoHuja Kako Tpareauja, katactpoda 3a MakeaoHCKaTa Kay3a. Toj bewe ybeneH aeka, co dopMnpareTo Ha
"ATaHac Bliznakof" ®oHpauujaTa, TOj Ke 06e36enM BpedeH NMPUAOHEC KOH YHuBep3autTeToT CBeTM Kupuna u
MeToanj, Ha MaKeLOHCKMOT Hapo4 M, BO MCTO BpeMe, Ke MM pAafe MNoTTUK W WMHCNupauuja 3a MAHMHaTa
MaKe[OHCKM reHepauum BO JaAujacnopaTta M nowupoko. Taka, cneaejkm ro npuMMepoT Ha BMPTYO30T Ha
paboTHMKOT MurpaHT ATaHac bnnsHakoB e ocHoBaHa Ha "lMetap Stamatof" Foundatin. MNMetap 6ewe og CMuneso,
noaeka HerosaTa conpyra Jaza og MNoncka, u Tme xuBeene Bo Ymkaro, nnHowuc.

ATaHac bnusHakoB, 3aegHO co HeroBaTa conpyra Cnaska, xwuBeen Bo Ckonje 3a mnoBeke oA ABaeceT
roanHn (1976-1998). 3a Toa BpeMe ATaHac BbnusHakoB ob6bjaBeHW ABe KHuUru. MpBWOT, HacnoBeH D'mbeni u
peBOJIyLIMOHEPHOTO MMHATO Ha KocTyp, belle objaBeHa oA cTpaHa Ha Ckonje usgaBaykaTa Kyka Mucna Bo 1982
roAvHa, a BTopata KHUra rnoj Hacs0B HauWOHaNIHU, NONTUYKK, U KYNTypHa AejHOCT Ha MakeaoHuuTte Bo CAQ n
KaHaga, 6ewe nsgageHa og ctpaHa Ha Ckonje usgaBavkaTta Kyka KynTypa Bo 1987 roguHa.

Llenta ATaHac BO o6jaByBarbeTO Ha KHUra 3a cBoeTo poaHo ceno D'mbeni 6ewe na ce nHdopmmnpaat Ha
nomnazaTta reHepaumja 3a MakeaoHUM, HUBHUTE aKTUBHOCTKU, paboTa, KOpeHn n XUMBOT BO KOCTYpCKO, KOj, a He
CO CBOW MpaBu, ce pacdpriaHn Hacekaae HU3 CBETOT, HO Cenak ocTaHaa NoBp3aHu, Ha HUBO Ha HUBHUTE AyLUW,
CO HMBHWUTE Npeaun TaTKoBUHA.

BTopaTta KHMra, HauuMoHaneH, MNOAUTUYKM U KYNTYPHU aKTUMBHOCTM Ha MakegpoHumTte BOo CoepuHeTuTe
AMepukaHckm OpxaBn 1 KaHaga, ja packaxyBa npukKasHaTa 3a MakefOHCKUTE MMUIPaHTM, 0COBeHO BO BpCKa Co
npeaTta reHepaumja mmurpantm Bo CAL n KaHaga. BO XWB M HapaTUBHW CTWUA wWTO 6ea npeTcTaBeHM Ha
MHTerpaumja Ha MakefoOHCKUTE WCeneHMuM BO HOBaTa CpeAuHa, co3haBarbe Ha MaKeLOHCKWM 34pyXeHuja u
Kny60BW, BECHULN, OpraHn3aumm 1 LPKOBHW OMNWTUHW. KHMraTa, BCYLWHOCT, € Npecek Ha ucropujata n passojoT
Ha MakeaoHckuTe ucenenmun so CAL v KaHaaa.

AtaHac bnusHakoB mma objaBeHO MHOry craTumM BO BeCHUMUM M cnucanuja Bo CAL n BOo MakenoHwuja,
0cob6eHO BO CrnucaHuja Kako WTo e MakenoHuja, cnucaHne Ha MaTuuata Ha uceneHuuuTe oa MakenoHuja v BO
MHOTYy BeCHMUM BKydyBajkn HoBa Makedonija, Beuep, n CTyaeHTcku 360p Ha KOW TOj MpuAoOHece A0 KpajoT Ha
HEeroBmoT XUBOT.

Mepunogot BO KOj ATaHac bnusHakoB >xuBeen u paboten Bo CAL 6bewe on roseMo 3Hayewe 3a
HaunoHanHata 6opba Ha MakefOHCKUTEe AocCefieHMUM BO Koja Toj ja cnopgenuja HUBHaTa cyabuHa. Bo roguHute
Ha 6opba MoyHyBajkn co noaenba Ha MakefoHMWja, rOAMHUTE Ha YrHeTyBake LWTO cnefele, A0 hopMUParbeTo
Ha CaMOCTOjHa, AeMoKpaTCKa U CyBepeHa ApXaBa - HapoaHa Penybnvka MakenoHuja, oBve MakedoHLUM OoCTaHa
BepeH Ha cebe.

3a BpeMe Ha NoNAUTUYKM npecBpT, ATaHac Bn3HakoB ce MpUKIy4YM Ha KpWUNOo Ha nporpecusBHaTa
MMUIPaHTU KOj Ce MnoKaxa Kako 3HayaeH >XWMBOTOT Ce MeHyBa ojJjlykaTa 3a Hero. Bo ucto Bpeme TOj cTaHa
nojaneH aMepuKaHCKW ApXaBjaHWH W Nuue CO MOoYUTYyBaH AOCTUrHyBamwa BO OU3HMCOT M BO OMWITECTBEHWOT
XWNBOT. TOj MUCTO Taka 6mN akTUBEH 4YneH Ha MakeaoOHCKO-aMepukaHckaTa HapoaHa nura (MAPL) 6opbute npotue
dawmsmMoT, co uen Aa ce usrpaanm eaHo cnobogHO OMWTECTBO, NMOCPEKEH XMBOT, U Aa CE BOCMOCTaBW TpaeH MuUPp.
MopanHa n maTepujanHa noagplika Ha opraHmsaumjata buna oA ronemMo 3Hadere BO nNepuofoT Ha Penybnuka
dopmupare Ha MakegoHwuja.

Co aopyru acnektu o4 CBOJOT »uBOT, ATaHac bnn3HakoB 6elwwe npetcepsaten Ha KomuteToT 60sHMLA BO
lepn, co Mmucuja, kako wTo 6ewe cnydaj Ha apyru CeBepHa AMepuKa opraHusauum, ga ce cobepaT cpeacTsa co
uen ga ce usrpaau 6onHuua 6510k Bo rpagot Ckonje. Toj ucto Taka bewe eaeH o4 OCHOBayuMTe Ha 34pyXXeHujaTa
AnekcaHgap Benuku, Jlazap lNMon Tpajkos n Ceetu lMNMeTtap m Nasne MakegoHcka lNMpasocnasHa Lipkea Bo Nepw.

MeryToa, cuTe WTO ro Hanpasuja He Gelle AOBOSIHO Aa I'M 33[0BOMM XenbaTa Ha r-auH U r-ra bnvsHakos
Aa MM ncnonHaT CBOMTE BeYEeH COH Ha ce MMa cnoboaHa MakenoHcka apxaa. Bo 1958 roauHa, 3a nps nat
[ojaoa pa ro smauw HosoocnobopeHa gpxasa. [MoToa, no gecet roauHwW, Bo 1968 roawHa, oTkako ATaHac
rneHsuja, Tve gojaoa no sTop nat. Bo 1976 roamHa agojaoa no rpagot Ckonje, Co uen XXupeaT TaMy 3a OCTaTOKOT
0, HUBHUOT XXUBOT.

BepojaTHO HajBaxHWOT AeH Ha CnaBka u uBee ATaHac bnusHakoB 6ewe geHoT kora doHpjauwmjaTa e
¢dopmupaHa. Of Toraw, Hah TPUCTa yYYeHMUM, 3a nepuog oA 35 rogvHu, AunaoMmpan Ha Koneyn n dakynteTu,



[oJeka BO MOMEHTOB, okoay 50 CTyAeHTM o4 pa3nMyHK BMCOKOTO obpasoBaHue akynTeTu Ha YHUBEP3UTETOT
nobueaaTt Harpaaun. EpeH oa ycnosBuTe 3a pgobuBarbe Ha Harpaga oA doHaauuvjata e ga ce cTyaupa Ha
YHuBepautetor CB Kupun mn Metoamj. lMpumaTenute Mopa Aa MokaxaT duHaHcucka noTtpeba aa pobujat
noaAapLuka.

Ha "AtaHac bBnusHakod" doHpauumjaTa € nNpB M eAUMHCTBEH 04 BakoB BWA BO Penybnunka MakenoHwuja
acouupaHa co YHuBepautetoT CB Kupun n Metoamj. Toa e cera Bpeau okony 5 (NeT) MUINMOHWM aMepMKaHCKU
[0oNapu M e oA roneMm MHTepec 3a MaKeAOHCKMOT Hapoa Bo Penybnuka MakegoHuja v o cute MakegoHuu BO
avjacnopata. ®oHpauujaTta 6ewe ropAocT M pagsocTt Ha AtaHac M CnaBka BnmusHakoB, M oanvMyeH npuMep Ha
YOBELUTBOTO 3@ ApyruTe nyre u AoHaTopu. Bo KpaTky UpTU, LO3BOSETE MM Kako 6uorpad Ha HEroBMOT XWBOT U
paboTa, n Kako aBTOp Ha HMBHUTE MOHOrpadmuja ga ce kaxe geka "AtaHac bnnsHakos" doHAaumjaTa € Nnogapok
3a Ce Kupun n MeToanj, 3a Aa ce CTpeMaT CTYAEeHTU, Ha MaKedoHCKaTa MiaaMHa M Ha cuTe nyre Bo Peny6nuvka
MakenoHwuja.

35 YEARS OF FORMING THE “ATANAS BLIZNAKOFF”
FOUNDATION AND 110 YEARS OF BLIZNAKOV’S BIRTH

By
Slave Nikolovski-Katin

The eighteenth day of April 1977 will be written with golden letters in the annals of the foundation “Atanas
Bliznakoff”. On that day, the 148th plenary session of the Council of St. Kiril and Metodij of Skopje was held
and it was a holy moment, a celebration for the Macedonian academic institutions, and a significant event in the
life of Atanas and Slavka Bliznakov. In fact, on April 18, 1977 the foundation stone of this charitable
organization was laid. At the session a Decision was adopted on the establishment of the foundation “Atanas
Bliznakoff”, to provide scholarships for students of the university of St. Kiril and Metodij of Skopje who achieved
outstanding results in their studies, but who didn’t have enough money to pay for their education.

Today the Foundation “Atanas Bliznakoff", which celebrates 35 years of its edtablishment, is the first of its kind
in Macedonia, generates great interest among students, the public in the Republic, and Macedonian emigrants
overseas. It, above all, is the pride and joy of its donors Atanas and Slavka Bliznakov; a present for the youth
and for Macedonia, but also an incentive for other benefactors, no matter where they live, to assist in speeding
up economic and cultural development in their country.

This year is also important for the Foundatin, because it has passed a period of 110 year of the birth of the
founder Atanas Bliznakov (1901-1998). The person who is one of the most distinguished donors from the
Macedonian Diaspora. His name and work are well known among the Macedonians in the Republic of Macedonia
and in the Diaspora. He belonged to the progressive generation of Macedonians on the North American
continent, who had spent a long time away from his homeland. He dedicated his life to struggling for freedom
and progress for Macedonia and the Macedonian people.

Atanas Bliznakov's life began on 15 December 1901 in the famous revolutionary village D'mbeni, in Kostur
Region, Aegean part of Macedonia. D'mbeni is a village where a pleiad of Macedonian pre-war revolutionary
freedom fighters and intellectuals such as Lazar Pop Trajkov, Lazo Moskov, Lazo Trpovski, Tasko Karadza and
others were born and fought for the affirmation of Macedonian ideals.

Atanas Bliznakov was only twenty months old when the Ottoman (Turkish) Army (asker) entered the village
and his mother Doca, holding him in her arms, took him to the mountains in order to save him, while his father
Ivan, together with other village dwellers, joined the revolutionary detachments fighting for the freedom of
their native country Macedonia. As a result of the carnage taking place during the Balkan Wars, World War I,
and economic hardships and terrible political conditions, a large number of Macedonians, especially from
Kostur, Lerin, Bitola, Prespa, Voden Regions, and from other districts of partitioned Macedonia, sought shelter
in the entire outside world leaving their hearth and closest and dearest friends and relatives behind.

Atanas Bliznakov, at age 19 in the flower of his youth, was one of those who tested the bitterness of life in
emigration. In 1920 he left his native soil and set off to the outside world in a search of a better life. From his
parent’s hearth he fostered awareness that poverty led him to leave his home, but he also fostered the
distinctive feeling that he was a Macedonian, that he was going to remain a Macedonian no matter in which part
of the globe he would go, and that one day he would return to his Macedonia.



A new page in Atanas Bliznakov's interesting path of life was turned on December 16, 1920, when he arrived in
Madison City, State of Illinois, USA, where a Macedonian colony was already established. There, without
speaking any English, he was employed as a factory worker. A year and a half later, he moved to Gary,
Indiana, a city located near Lake Michigan, which at that time was developing into an industrial center. There,
at the Gerry Railway Company, one of the larger giants in the surrounding region, he worked for 34 years, until
the day he retired.

Bliznakov’s business activity in the USA consisted mainly of purchasing and selling real estate and shares. In
order to invest wisely, Atanas needed skill and knowledge as well as persistently monitoring economic
developments - qualities he didn't lack.

Time passed quickly and, after fifteen years of working in the USA, Atanas returned to his motherland
Macedonia where he met Slavka Popova, a beautiful young girl from D’mbeni. She was his soul mate, always by
his side, for the sixty-three years they were together, encouraging and sharing his ideas and longing together
for Macedonia. After getting married they returned to Gary, this time for good, and never again did they go
back to D'mbeni, their village of birth.

Atanas Bliznakov said goodbye to all his good and bad experiences from his birth place, at the time when more
than one thousand Macedonians lived there.

When asked about D’'mbeni, his place of birth, he usually spoke with sadness, especially about the later days
when his village became a wasteland after the hustle and bustle of children was replaced by the shrieks of owls
and hawks.

Although Bliznakov spent almost his entire life abroad, he remained connected with the problems of his
fatherland till the end of his life. He proved to be not only an ordinary migrant worker, but a person who
invested his efforts to penetrate into the essence of Macedonian freedom. His good and righteous ideas, taking
a strong and serious approach to things in general, raised him in that way beyond the time in which he lived.
His entire life, Atanas Bliznakov perceived Macedonia’s partition as a tragedy, a disaster for the Macedonian
cause. He was convinced that, by the establishment of the “Atanas Bliznakoff “"Foundation, he would provide a
valuable contribution to the University of St. Kiril and Metodij, to the Macedonian people and, at the same time,
would give incentive and inspiration to future Macedonian generations in the Diaspora and beyond. Thus,
following the example of the virtuous migrant worker Atanas Bliznakov was established the “Petar Stamatoff”
Foundatin. Petar was from Smilevo, while his wife Jaza from Poland, and they lived in Chicago, Illinois.

Atanas Bliznakov, together with his wife Slavka, lived in Skopje for more than twenty years (1976-
1998). During that time Atanas Bliznakov published two books. The first, entitled D'mbeni and the
revolutionary past of Kostur, was published by the Skopje Publishing House Misla in 1982, and the second book
entitled National, political, and cultural activity of the Macedonians in the USA and Canada, was issued by the
Skopje Publishing House Kultura in 1987.

Atanas’s goal in publishing the book about his native village D'mbeni was to inform the younger
generation about Macedonians, their activities, work, roots and life in Kostur Region, who, not by their own
doing, have been scattered all over the world but nevertheless have remained connected, at the level of their
souls, with their ancestral homeland.

The second book, National, political, and cultural activity of The Macedonians in the United States of
America and Canada, tells the story about the Macedonian immigrants, especially about the first generation
immigrants in the USA and Canada. In a lively and narrative style he has presented the integration of the
Macedonian emigrants into the new environment, the establishment of the Macedonian associations and clubs,
newspapers, organizations and church communities. The book, in fact,is a cross-section of
history and development of the Macedonian immigrants in the USA and Canada.

Atanas Bliznakov has published many articles in newspapers and magazines in the USA and in
Macedonia, particularly in magazines such as Macedonia, a journal of the Matica of Immigrants from Macedonia
and in many newspapers including Nova Makedonija, Vecer, and Studentski zbor to which he contributed till the
end of his life.

The period during which Atanas Bliznakov lived and worked in the USA was of great importance to the
national struggle of the Macedonian migrants in which he shared their destiny. In the years of struggle starting
with Macedonia’s partition, the years of oppression that followed, up to the formation of the independent,
democratic and sovereign state - the People’s Republic of Macedonia, these Macedonians remained true to
themselves.

During the time of political upheaval, Atanas Bliznakov joined the wing of the progressive immigrants
which proved to be a significant life changing decision for him. At the same time he became a loyal US citizen



and a person with respected achievements in business and in his social life. He was also an active member of
the Macedonian-American Peoples League (MAPL) fighting against fascism in order to build a free society, a
happier life, and establish permanent peace. The Organization’s moral and material support was of significant
importance in the period of the Republic of Macedonia’s formation.

In other aspects of his life, Atanas Bliznakov was president of the Hospital Committee in Gary, with a
mission, as was the case of other North American organizations, to collect funds in order to build a hospital
block in the city of Skopje. He was also one of the founders of the associations Alexander the Great, Lazar Pop
Trajkov and the St. Peter and Paul Macedonian Orthodox Church in Gary.

However, all that they did was not enough to satisfy the desire of Mr. and Mrs. Bliznakov to fulfill their
eternal dream of having a free Macedonian state. In 1958, for the first time they came to see the newly
liberated state. Then, after ten years, in 1968, after Atanas retired, they came for a second time. In 1976 they
came to the city of Skopje in order live there for the rest of their lives.

Probably the most important day of Slavka and Atanas Bliznakov’s lives was the day when the
Foundation was formed. Since then, over three hundred students, for a period of 35 years, graduated from the
colleges and faculties; while at present, about 50 students from different higher education faculties of the
university receive awards. One of the conditions of receiving an award from the Foundation is to study at the
University St. Kiril and Metodij. Recipients have to demonstrate a financial need to receive support.

The “Atanas Bliznakoff” Foundation is the first and only one of its kind in the Republic of Macedonia
associated with the University St. Kiril and Metodij. It is now worth about 5 (five) million US dollars and is of
great interest to the Macedonian people in the Republic of Macedonia and to all the Macedonians in the
Diaspora. The Foundation was the pride and joy of Atanas and Slavka Bliznakov, and a great example of
humanitarianism for other people and donors. In brief, allow me as a biographer of his life and work, and as an
author of their monograph to say that the “Atanas Bliznakov” Foundation is a gift to the St. Kiril and Metodij
University, to aspiring students, to the Macedonian youth and to all the people in the Republic of Macedonia.



